DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
The question is whether our national Republic is chauvinistic. Such a policy is impossible and I should never pursue it."
"Furthermore," I said, "it is declared that though 21 per cent of the soldiers are German, the Germans are not permitted to become officers. In carrying out the land reform, national instead of social and historical considerations have been decisive. Out of 77 million hectares of land in the southern provinces, 27 millions belonged to Bohemian feudal landlords and these have, for the most part, been given to Czechs. A couple of years ago there was no German official in the Land Office. Since the nationalisation of land took place the administration has been entirely Czech in the German districts of your country."
"To say the least of it, all that is exaggerated. The German-speaking farmer has his minister in the government. The other German-speaking minister is a Socialist. Nobody wants to take his German culture and language and tradition away from the German-speaking farmer. I repeat that in the army there is no friction between the various nationalities. They sing their respective songs and learn them from one another. Not a single case of
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